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India's toys-from-trash social entrepreneur speaks in 
Richmond Hill 



Richmond Hill Liberal, Sep 27, 2016 


By Kim Zarzour 


GOOD TO KNOW: 

The Indian Institutes of Technology Alumni Canada, a not-for-profit organization, has invited Gupta to 
speak at their one-day conference at the Sheraton Parkway Hotel this weekend. 

The conference, "Towards a Sustainable and Prosperous Future: Focus on Technology, Health and 
Environment", also features Ontario Minister of Finance Charles Sousa; Dinesh Bhatia, Consul General of 
India; John Stackhouse, former editor-in-chief of the Globe and Mail; and a variety of innovators, 
technocrats, government officials from Canada, U.S. India and other countries. 

For more information, visit: iitalumnicanada.com 


“The best thing a child can do with a toy is break it.” 

Why? 

Because it’s a chance to build something even better. 

With the toy-buying holiday season looming on the horizon, Arvind Gupta’s ideas may stop in your tracks. 
The Indian engineer hopes they do. 
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Gupta, a science teacher and toy inventor, believes broken toys and trash can be turned into something 
better — something more entertaining and educational — and he will be sharing his ideas at the Indian 
Institutes of Technology Alumni Canada International Conference in Richmond Hill this Saturday, Oct. 1. 

“Science is not a rich man’s game,” Gupta says. 

Gupta believes children learn by doing, “by touching, feeling, cutting, sticking, pulling things apart, putting 
things together” and they intuitively use ordinary thruway stuff — plastic bottles, cardboard boxes, 
newspapers etc. to explore their natural creative instincts. 

His TED Talk on the subject was rated, by Sir Ken Robinson, a legendary expert on education and 
creativity, as one of the top 10 talks on education. 

His website ArvindGuptaToys.com, with more than 49 million views and downloads, has more than 7,000 
instructional videos for making toys in English, Chinese, Spanish, Russian, French, Japanese, Indonesian 
and 14 other languages to inspire children to make their own toys using common household trash, and to 
learn about science in the process. 

Energetic and enthusiastic, Gupta takes the stage with his sack full of “junk” to illustrate principles of 
science and design. With sticks and straws and broken tubes he demonstrates how kids can learn from 
the simplest of items. 

“Every time I go to a school I see a gleam in the eyes of the children. I see hope. I see happiness in their 
faces .... They get the thrill of what science is all about. 

“Many of our folk toys have great science principles,” he says, as he spins a simple dancing man or a toy 
made from a paper — one that he says has had six major research papers written about it. 

“You don’t need a $3 billion hadron collider for this.” 


Page 2 of 2 



